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Abstract: According to the 2006 data of Turkish National Police (TNP), throughout Turkey, 1742 cases comprised
of organized crime, collective or individual smuggling, nuclear stuff snweglingcorded. Between 2000 and

2006, 11600 organized crimes had been recorded. It is known that the high number of crime is closely related to the
geostrategic and gemlitical position of Turkey. Turkey functions as a bridge between Asia and Beiidfestt

and East blocks, European and Middle East countries, and Muslim and Christian cultures in many aspects.
Moreover, it has borders with eight countries in Asia and Europe (Georgia, Armenia, Nakrachénaay Syria,

Greece and Bulgaria). Witltls a position, Turkey is involved in all the routes of human trafficking. In this study,

the reasons for Turkey to be a bridge in this intercontinental crime trafficking were defined with respect to its geo
strategic and gemlitical position. The study comprised of three sections first of which presents the crime routes
related to the gestrategic and ggmlitical position of Turkey. In the second part, the spatial distribution and gates

of the crimes committed over Turkey were specified and thesno¢hind these crimes were analysed. In the
conclusion part, suggestions were put forward for the existing problems and their solutions.
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INTRODUCTION and in smaller lots by private car, packed by air travellers
or by mail (www.hri.org2007).
Due to its geographical position, Turkayg been lllegal immigration anduman trafficking, on the

more susceptible to various international illegiher hand, have been occupying an important place in
trafficking and organized crimes between western gtabal agenda as problems jeopardizing both national
eastern countries than andn ihdivdiall safety om nratonal( yegidng , and2 0 0 7))
Analysing the 2006 data of Turkish National Poliggernational basis. Turkey, due to its delicate position, is
(TNP), it is understood that 431 orgadi crimes, 84 one of the contries where these problems are
collective smuggling, 129 individual smuggling an¢ 8 count ered daily (¢i-ekl i, 2
nuclear stuff smuggliffjtotal 1742 casebave been Turkey has become a favourite transition place for
committed. Between 2000 and 2006, total 11.8@8stern countries are that Turkey is a sort of a bridge
organized smuggling cases occurred (TNP Statistiebyeen Asia and Europe due to its geographical
2007). The huge number of thesesas related to the position; thatthe northern passage (Turkmenistan,
fact that Turkey has become a bridge in crifReissia, Ukraine, Belarus and Romania) is longer, has
trafficking due to its gesirategic and gemlitical harder climate conditions and covers more countries;
position. Turkey is rather important in geographical dhet the IrarragSyriaMediterranean passage is too
geopolitical aspects, which is because of its both natuigdy due to the war there to be used; that Turkey has
and economic chacteristics. It has enormousag@gd and mountainous eastern land borders which are
advantages thanks to i tdfficufet@ gontelp landciadentey comdtat western (¥ z e
2002). borders; and that Turkey is very close to the Aegean

However, Turkey's position on the main overlanglands, which makes the passage to Europe easier
trade route between Asia and Europe makes i & Er at : 2006 ) . The | amde rout e
significant transit point for narcotics; for instanceyer Afghanistan and Iran is TurBajgaridtaly or
morphine base dn heroin from Pakistan andMacedoni@BosniaAustriaGermanyHollandDenmark,
Afghanistan are smuggled into Turkey across its eastdite the sea route is to France over Lebanon or Syria
frontier or through its ports. Besides,-hemoin opiates and from there to other countries. A third route is via
are often refined into heroin in laboratories neBfack Sea over Bulgaria, RomBRoland to the
Istanbul or in the more isolated south eastern regidngopean countriest (i t | i o K| u, 2007) . I n
from whee they are moved most often in truck loadgshile, on the one hand, Turkey has many legal visitors
but are also transported in bulk by ship and air carfge,tourism, scientific research, employment, education

and commerce, on the other hand, it has become a
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haven for those who want to immigrate illegally to theint where the Eastern and the Western civilizations,
thrdcountries over Tur k e yderoEr&tic aand uto2rlti® 6 governmiests, amarke¢ s u | t ,
more crimes are committed in the cities near the bordszsnomies and central ones, Christianity and Muslim,
due to their geographical positions (www.onsayfa.cordjfferent ideological applications and finally developed

In this context, in this study, the reasons fand devel oping parts of the w
Turkey to be a passage in this trafficking e 18). With regard to international relations, it must be
explained with reference to its -getitical and geo pointed out that Turkey has gained more importance
strategic position. The study is composed of three nhian ever before due to the strategic advantages of its
parts. In the first chapter, the gmaitical and geo geogr aphi cal position (DoKana
strategic position of Turkey and the transition routek the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in 1991,
will be analysed; in the setochapter, the spatialrecent crises in the Balkans (Bosnia andvidjisthe
distribution of the crimes committed over Turkey ar@lulf War of 1991 and the recent Iraq invasion, for

their entrance and exit points will be shown and thex a mp | e, have increased Turke
reasons for this passage will be discussed. The finalr the EU and the US. I n ac
chapter will present the current problems and suggestandi ng rel ationships with t
solutions. Muslim religious affiliation mayadie it to play an

important role in negotiating the crisis in Irag. Also,
Turkeyods democratic gover nmen
for Iraq and other neighbouristates such as Syria and

Turkey is, in many aspects, a sort of bridger an ( Tal, 2005) . As Bir (199
between Asia and Europe, between the countries of tthenew world order is now taking shape.
Western and Eastern blocks and between Muslim and : =
Christian countries (kahi nTurgeX%nd(B%n%Taraﬁﬂgkvg 2003:329) , a
also hasborders with eight countries of Asia and  The illegal immigration wave having started in
Europe (Georgia, Armenia, Nakhichevan, Iran, Irdif80s also affected Turkey to a great extent. While one
Syri a, Greece and B 29).g aspdcta pf th{isK dlégal kilrsigration Zrvdvds: fhd
Although it seems like a coastal country due to iitenmigrants who go to other countriesespecially
geographical position, Turkey is, in fact, a continerfatopean onesover Turkey, another aspect is related
cowntry due to its gepolitical conditions. While it is to those who stay in Turkey illegally. Turkey, within the
surrounded with seas, it is between the Mediterraneamtext of the relevant illegal immigrati@nyes as a
and the continents ( ka hibridge ftomahe IAsian,2Midallé East8van) African

The linear measure of the land in Turkey is 2,9%8untries and European ones, and has a better welfare
km. and the coastal span is 6,530 km. (the islahdslevel than the above immigrating countries. Therefore, it
Marmara Sea excluded). Its borders span 9,479 km.p266mes one of the most suitable stations / routes for
km. with Bulgaria, 203 km. with Greece, 911 km. willlegal immigration from @&al Asia and Middle East
Syria, 384 km. with Irag, 560 km. with Iran, 18 km. witbuntries to the developed, wealthy, democratic
Nakhichevan (Azerbaijani), 328 km. with Armenia aswpporters of humarmghts. In other words, besides
276 km. with Georgia ( Library of @osss, 2006). being a bridge between the east and the west in all

As seen above, Turkey is a country of bordersaispects, Turkey is a country where the source, transition
geapolitical aspects. In fact, it is so in many aspects; énd target charadtgics can all be seen together (IOM,
the connecting point of Asia and Europe by being at th@96).
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Figure 1:The Geographical Location of Turkey
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The illegal immigration in Turkey is comprised ofganising the illegal immigrants of hundreds of
illegal or legal foreigners from certain Asian and Afrithousands has recently risen significantly. Whereas 98
countries especially Middle Eastho come to Turkey organizers were arrested in 1998, this number came up
by land, sea or air. Through illegal immidgracrime to 850 in 2000 and to 1155 in 2001.
organizations which are composed of foreigners and The total number of the illegal immigranisese
Turks, these immigrants head for such EuropeanTurkey between 1995 and 2004 is 522708 according

countries as Greece, ltaly, Germany, Holland, Frahce T NP, Department of Aliens?d

and England. It has been found that these crime When the operations against organized crime in
organizations do the trafficking through tbedbrs in 2005 are analysed, it is seen that %43 of the cases were
the eastern and southern east regions. The illégahe Marmara Region, %18 in the Cémratolia,
immigrants are transferred to the coastal cities in %a&5 in the Mediterranean Region and %10 in the
Mediterranean and Aegean regions. From here, theyAagean Region, which means the trafficking occurred
transferred to Greece on small boats or to Italy on lbigstly in the west. While the Marmara Region hosts
ships, and from there to tl#her European countries.many native and foreign industrial institutions and
On the other hand, it has been determined that anotbempanies due to its being a connectiont fx@tween

route is by land through border crossings to Bulgafisia and Europe, this also caused many organized crime
and Greece. It has also been observed that the victinmaips to accumulate in this area.

of this crime are mostly the women and girls fro

mostly Moldavia,Ukraine and other neighbouring

countries of Turkey on the east. In all the routes )

human trafficking, Turkey is included, and these rou potes22. 208
are;

-over Iranlraq or Syria towards TurkBylgaria
RomanieHungaryAustriaCzech Republic (or
Slovakialzermany

-Over Iranlraq or Syria towards TurkBulgaria
(or GreeceMacedonidAlbanialtaly-West European

countries, o0 20 20 20 2B 2R 2R cR 2h &
-Over Iranlraq or Syria towards Turk8putheast HEEEEEEEEE
European countried/e st Eur opean co 2 2 5 8 g 2 5 o 8 %2
2007). T 22 2 2 2 8 8 8 8
The illegal entrances to Turkeg found by the
authorities to be: Figure 2 The number of illegal immigrants seized in
ArmeniaGe or gi a b or d eDigor Turkey pergar (Drawn upon the data from TNP,
Tuzluca, ArdahaRosof, ArtviRSarp, Department of Aliensd Af 5
I ran border: Little A A\WHEA the e éhLanL}gg’lilrl\gucaS&qnyT%rﬁeg fn
Van/ ¥zalp/Balka I_ e, Hakk 60'5/ r érz%lf Edfj(ﬁ?f’i& @nderstood that the fabricated
_lraq border: ¢ &bk Gad foky§ ﬁ]é ffoh the north of Irag. These enter
KErna k [ Uluder e, . . the country from the border cities and are first brought
Syri a bo_rder:-MerthIrageEHﬁgjﬁéyéyrw- cdin, Urf a, Diyar b
Ak-akal e vill agseve-Hat ayiaen sf@rpe&t%&her cities.
Al t ETuffandgAvut tepe villages, Hatay/Kar beyaz 1 iq seen above that the cities in the list are in the
village, Reyhanl-Kar Staana i MOUEMN Anatdhi& BeBidh, which is closedo Ira
So?rté ;r: nt eKnrakbatia @égiory evhile the exib,qq of the weapons seized in the operations in Turkey
. P L in 2005 were captured in the cities in this region. The
AntalyeK aMe i s,  Mu-Eiia /iserd] f &% Turkey is a bridge between Asia and Europe
Bodr u m/ K.O S | S tDalim& u L a d r‘geographical position makes it vulnerable to
coasts/Sisam . island, EdifRazarkuik a r_a a Ithast every type of narcoticsrkay is particularly
TrakyaM e r-Sufh, Trakya_/KumdeFé’ alak affected by the Balkan route. This effect shows jtself by
Karpuzluk p staleaz 1 egi on, kst a@dildickidyofsbutn’wésterh 'abaRel bplum gand
¢itl2007K1 u, __its derivatives from East to West; the synthetic drugs

, Bfafor_e prese“t".‘g the extent Of. the crimgom \west to Middle East and Southeast; the
traffpkmg in Turkey, it must be emphas[z.ed that t rmediate chemicatemh West to east and Southeast
data is composed only of what the authorities have Ad from North to East
in hand; therefore, it is estimated that the current Turkey is affected by the smuggling of chemicals
situation is worse than documented (Mutluer, 2()03:6Zfr0m West Europe and Russia. However, while less

. W.h'le n 1995_” 11362 |_Ilegal Immigrants Wetg . anhydride have been seized in Turkey in the last
seized in Turkey, this number increased to 94514 wi years as a result of intensive efforésethas been
%900 rise in iOOO, _anc(zlj in 2001, 92.365 illegaljgnificant rise in the smuggling of such chemicals
immigrants were determined. used in making synthetic drugs as amphetamine and

The number of the illegal immigratiorb ffeine. Eastern E d hetamine i
organisations who earn a huge amougasy money by affeine. Eastern Europased amphetamine is
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Figure 3 The operations against organized crinme 200%ukayn upon the data from EGKOM, 2005)
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Figure 4.The regional distribution of the operations against o2206z¢€d)crime in

Figure 5:The Weapon and munitions smuggling routdsawT ugarythe dateoim EGM-KOM, 2005)

Figure 6:The operations against weapon smuggling and the number of the wédzons sparethia dateképm EGKOM, 2005)
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